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usefulness in destroying vermin, which its long bill enables
it to reach easily in the ground. Hence it is a bird to be
encouraged, especially as it is much better eating than the
White Ibis. This is, no doubt, because it feeds partly on
grain.
It breeds in trees as usual, and is not above borrowing
the nest vacated by another bird. The eggs are generally
spotless, and are sea-green in colour, and nearly two and-
a-half inches long. They are three or four in num-
ber. The breeding-season ranges from February in Cey-
lon to August in Northern India.
The Burmese King Ibis.
Inocotis  davisoni.—blanford,  Faun.  Brit. Ind.
Birds,  Vol.   IV,  p.   364.
This is a rather bigger bird than the Indian species, es-
pecially as regards the bill, but it is of the same colour;
there is. however, no red patch on the crown, but, instead,
a broad bluish white ring just above the feathering of the
neck.
Young birds appear to be like those of the other species,
so the best distinction in their case is the size, the wing of
the Burmese bird being an inch longer than its ally's, and
its beak reaching the length of seven inches.
This bird is resident in Pegu, but migratory in Southern
Tenasserim; outside Burma it is found in Siam and Co-
chin China. It is found solitary or in pairs in open places.
Mr. Oatfes found it building in February, in a tree. There
were two pale blue eggs, rather larger than those of the
Indian King Ibis.
The last of our Ibises is also the least, being not only
smaller, but slighter in make than the rest, with longer legs
and toes for its size. It never suffers from baldness at
gjay age, having merely a naked streak from the bill to the
eye. It is found over a large part of the warmer regions of
the world.

